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of the ministers." Under the Protectorate, as under the rule of the Long Parliament, it was the permanent policy of the government to increase the income of the parochial clergy. The endowments of poor livings were systematically augmented out of the fund supplied by episcopal lands and the fines imposed on royalist delinquents.
The basis of the Protector's plan for the reorganisation of the Church was the scheme which John Owen had presented to the Long Parliament in 1652. On March 20, 1654, Cromwell issued an ordinance "for the approbation of public preachers," which appointed thirty-eight commissioners, lay and clerical, to sit permanently in London and examine into the qualifications of all candidates for livings. Their business was to certify that they found the candidate " to be a person for the grace of God in him, his holy and unblamable conversation, as also for his knowledge and utterance, able and fit to preach the Gospel/' and without obtaining this certificate no one was in future to be admitted to a benefice. The commissioners were not empowered to impose any doctrinal tests, and it was expressly declared that approbation by them " is not intended nor shall be construed to be any solemn or sacred setting apart of any person to any particular office in the ministry." All that the " Triers " undertook to do was to see that none but fit and proper persons should receive " the public stipend and maintenance " guaranteed by the State.
After provision for the appointment of the fit, came provision for the elimination of the unfit. Ainistry a very great seed there was any general suppression ofich Parliament had no right to dimmish.
